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               The FIQWS classes I took this semester helped me improve my 

ability to read and write as well as my presentation skill. Particularly in 

professor Metenko class, I have learned different ways of writing such as 

narrative, exploratory and chronology. With that being said, I was used to 

writing essays in a narrative way before I took this class. However, I have 

never experienced writing exploratory and chronology before. Therefore, I 

am really glad that I was able to learn new things throughout the semester 

because I am pretty sure that the knowledge I got from those writings will 

help me in writing upcoming essays in the next semester. As I am a m 

ultilingual student, writing essays helps me to write in proper grammar an 

d learn more vocabularies that I could use in my upcoming essays.

I have also learned the way to create a portfolio on a website which I 

believe will also become a very useful tip in my future. In professor Maria's 

class, I improved mostly my speaking and organization skills as I did two 

presentations in her class. Throughout the semester, I clearly saw myself 

improving in my ability to present about the topic that I researched. The 

reading also played a big role in her class as we had to do discussions on 

blackboard every single week since the beginning of the semester. This is 

why at the end of the semester, I feel like I gained so much knowledge 

about architecture and the history of New York City.
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I still remember the activities 

that we did in the class which 

helped me write the essays or 

discussions in a better way. In 

the class, we tried to rewrite the 

passive voice examples into 

active voices. We also practiced 

paraphrasing by reading the 

material provided by the 

professor on the blackboard. 

Those activities, I feel, were 

beneficial to me in a way that I 

am now able to easily

paraphrase almost every 

paragraph. 
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               To Talk about the narrative essay that I wrote, as I have mentioned 

before I have written several essays in different forms including the 

narrative type essay. I have also read the stories that are written in the form 

of narrative and learned some techniques to write a good narrative. To 

reflect on my narrative essay, it tells a story because as I follow the 

narrative arc, it is clear in the first paragraph that there was conflict that 

needed to be resolved and the issue started to become clearer in the second 

paragraph. As we can see in the picture below, the professor pointed out a 

few grammar mistakes I made and I also put some of the really long 

sentences in the second paragraph. Based on this, I believe I need to write 

shorter sentences to avoid 

making confusing to the 

readers. I tried to convey 

the message in the writing 

by choosing the right 

words and emotions so that 

the readers could actually 

feel the experience I went 

through.
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                As a result of the peer review, I received some crucial feedback 

and suggestions. Both of my peers read my narrative essay and noticed how 

I struggled when I first arrived in the United States and how my interactions 

with teachers and friends from high school helped to turn all the negative 

aspects into good ones. Considering that it was a message I intended to 

convey to the readers, I was glad to receive that feedback.



6

These two are the main sites where I got the information 

when I was researching about my topic. CCNY libraries 

helped me the most with finding the scholar sources that 

has reliable information.

This is the work cited 

page from my 

exploratory essay.


